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Viewing  cable  02COLOMBO2337,  Import  of  radio  equipment  for  Tamil  Tigers  sparks  controversy  for  GSL  and  Norwegian  facilitators 
Ref:  Colombo  1891  (U)  Classified  by  Lewis  Amselem,  Deputy  Chief  of  Mission.  Reasons  1.5  (b,  d). 

If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to  discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent,  and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes  information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject,  references  to  other  cables  (browse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or 
additional  comment.  This  is  followed  by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article  as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference  number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also 
possible  by  copying  the  appropriate  link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like  Twitter  with  the  hash  tags 
#cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #02COLOMBO2337. 

Reference  ID  Created  Released  Classification  Origin 

02COLOMBQ2337  2002-12-20  06:16  2011-08-30  01:44  CONFIDENTIAL  Embassy  Colombo 
Appears  in  these  articles: 

http://www.aftenposten.no/spesial/wikileaksdokumenter/article3954286.ece 

This  record  is  a partial  extract  of  the  original  cable.  The  full  text  of  the  original  cable  is  not  available. 

"CONFIDENTIAL  SECTION  01  OF  02  COLOMBO  002337  SIPDIS  DEPARTMENT  FOR  SA,  SA/INS,  S/CT,  EUR/NB;  NSC  FOR  E.  MILLARD  E.O.  12958: 

DECL : 12-20-12 

TAGS:  PGOV  PTER  ECPS  CE  NO  LTTE 

SUBJECT:  Import  of  radio  equipment  for  Tamil  Tigers  sparks  controversy  for  GSL  and  Norwegian  facilitators  Ref:  Colombo  1891  (U)  Classified  by  I 
f.  1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  The  recent  import  of  radio  equipment  for  the  LTTE  has  stirred  controversy,  with  critics  asserting  that  the  government  and  the 
Import  of  Radio  Equipment  

f2 . (SBU)  The  recent  import  of  radio  equipment  into  Sri  Lanka  for  the  Liberation  Tigers  of  Tamil  Eelam  (LTTE)  has  stirred  controversy.  The  equi 

f.3 . (SBU)  (((Note:  It  is  not  exactly  clear  what  sort  of  radio  equipment  the  LTTE  was  importing,  but  it  is  believed  to  have  consisted  of  items  t 

Controversy  Erupts  

14.  (SBU)  When  word  of  the  equipment  import  leaked  out,  critics  pounced  on  the  GSL  and  the  Norwegians  accusing  them  of  going  too  far  to  please 

GSL,  Norwegian  Response  

15.  (C)  In  response  to  the  flak,  the  government  stressed  that  it  was  allowing  the  import  of  the  equipment  because  the  LTTE  had  agreed  to  accede 

16.  (C)  For  their  part,  the  Norwegians,  who  have  largely  kept  mum  in  public,  have  told  us  that  they  were  only  working  to  further  the  peace  proc 

COMMENT  

17  • (C)  The  incident  has  left  a bad  taste  in  everyone's  mouth.  The  Norwegians,  who  have  come  under  so  much  criticism  from  anti-peace  process  el 

18.  (U)  Minimize  considered. 

WILLS 


